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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In May of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance of the Vieques 
Naval Reservation, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Linda S. Robinson noted 
aboriginal ceramics, shell, and stone scattered about the ground

In July of 1982, on behalf of the U.S. Navy, Michael A. Cinquino, of Ecology and 
Environment, Inc., and a small team of investigators, returned to the site of the 
original find, to sample, and provide preliminary information for the site. At this 
time the ground surface was closely inspected in the site's vicinity and a single 
test pit 30 X 30 cm in size, was dug. These investigations indicated an extensive 
surface scatter of prehistoric refuse and intact subsurface midden deposits. Con 
sequently, it was recommended that further testing be undertaken at the site to 
determine specifically the nature of the prehistoric deposits encountered.

In October of 1983, Cinquino, in collaboration with Carmine A. Tronolone of Ecology 
and Environment, Inc., headed a small group of investigators to conduct a more thorough 
study of the deposits at Algodones 3. The site was mapped, its surface was systemati 
cally sampled, and ten additional test pits were dug for the purpose of ascertaining 
the extent, both horizontal and vertical, of the deposits at the site. The ten exca- 
vations, ranged in size from 30 X 30 cm to 50 X 50 cm, and in places encountered 
intact midden deposits to a depth of 15 cm where bedrock was encountered. The 
testing served to suggest that the average depth of the deposits is between 5 and 15 cm, 
covering an area of about 2,200m2 , and that the hilltop area had not been subjected 
to much past disturbance.

The investigations resulted in the discovery of numerous artifacts; many of which, 
exhibited diagnostic traits, as well as numerous items of ecofactual.remains. All of 
the pottery found is of the Elenoid style and can be dated to Cultural Periods 4E and 
4F (c. 900-1300 AD). Non-ceramic artifacts recovered from the site/include the 
following items: 5 petaloid celt fragments, 2 reused; 3 probable flakes, small and 
large; 4 fire-cracked rocks or unmodified pebbles and cobbles; 2 or 3 Strombus shell 
celts or chissels; 1 Strombus shell punch; 1 Strombus shell pick; 6 unmodified or heavily 
weathered Strombus shell fragments; and 1 unidentified bone tool, possibly an awl.
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The Algqdones 3 site is one of only a few sizeable aboriginal sites to be found with 
__ ___ _ ___ _ Deposits at the site were found
to maintain a great deal of their orfgfnal~integrity, and are undisturbed except for 
the minor effects of erosion in places. They have produced numerous aboriginal arti 
facts and ecofacts representative of several, hundred years of occupation, by a single 
cultural tradition, and as such are of substantial scientific interest to the study 
of the prehistory of the region. Consequently, the archaeologists who have investi 
gated the deposits at Algodones 3, believe it should be listed in the National Register,
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A moderate amount of celt fragments is present at the site, though none seem to have 
been used principally as celts. The two most complete examples were later used as 
hammering and pounding or picking tools. A fairly low incidence of flakes is'present, 
except those produced by use; no hammerstones are represented. Shell tools of conch 
lips including celts, chisels, a jjunch, and a pick are mor*e_^ommon^than stone tools at

ocher stain present on one rock isproD6Uor^on^^^^n^stor!e^tna^nass^nTn band of 
ocher seams, which are exposed when they fracture. These apparently are of local origir 
and therefore the stone may not be an artifact. Some fire-cracked rock and unmodified 
pebbles were found, all of which are probably of local stone. In summary, the most 
significant features of the site is the predominance of celts reused for pounding at 
the exclusion of celts use^foi^tjiejyjurDoses^as^^^L as the abundance of shell tools 
and possible tool blanks BIHBHJIHIHIJiHlB-

The shell refuse at the site consists mainly of burgao (Cittarium pica) shells, 
which tend to be associated with Elenoid components on Vieques. Also present in large 
numbers, are the clam shell Codakia orbicularis and Lucina pensylvania. Other 
mollusk species represented in the collections are listed on a form summarizing 
cultural materials by provenience which is included with this nomination form. This 
array of species indicates that a number of different littoral environments were 
exploited by the aboriginal inhabitants of Algodones 3. These include shell gleaming

now the
aboriginal innaDltants of the site were practicing agriculture, exploitable soils of 
good agricultural potential are located at some distance from the site.


